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Sketch  of  the  New  Cabinot  Minister*  ’ 

Navy  Minister  SHIMADA,'  Shigotarc) 

Possesses  a  Sturdy  Charaotor 
A  Talented; Man  Who  Will  be  Responsible  for  the  Navy 
...  During  the  Emergency 


( 


-----------  -  /T.N,  First  lii\e  of  the  dipping  is  torn  off/ 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  at  a  grave  orisis,  Admiral  SHIMADA,  Shigetaro,  gal¬ 
lantly  olimbed  to  the  poet  of  Navy ‘Mini ate r  in  the  IOJO  Cabinet,  One  year 
and  four  months  after  becoming  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  China  Area 
Fleet  he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Yokosuka 
i  Naval  Station,  Ho  took  his  offloe  in  Yokosuka  on  Ootobor  1st,  and  eighteen 
days  Inter  ho  was  appointed  to  the  post  of  Navy  Minister,  the  head  of  the 

•  Imperial  Navy,  Therefore,  hia  waa  a  hop-step-and  Jump  advancement.  The 
1904  graduating  olaas  of  the  Naval  Aoademy  of  whioh  he  was  a  member  pro¬ 
duced  four  admirals  such  as  the  famous  Admiral  YAMAMOTO,  Isoroku,  the 

•  Commander'  in  Chief  of  the  Combined  Fleet  and  concurrently  of  the  First 
Fleet}  Supreme  War  Councillors  YOSHIDA,  Zengo,  the  former  Navy  Minister 
and  SHIOZAKA,-  Koiohi,  the  former  Conmander  in  Chief  of  the  Yokosuka  Naval 
Station,  This  SHIMADA's  class  was  famous  in  Navy  ciroles,  its  reputation 
being  such  that  at  olasa  reunions  during  hia  ensign  days,  they  used  to 
wonder  how  many  admirals  will  appear  from  among  the  array  of  talented  men, 

'  * 

After  the  installation  ceremony  and  aftog  tho  first  Cabinot  Conference 
♦was  brought  to  a  close.  Navy  Minister  SHIMADA’s  first  statement  was  en¬ 
couraging  emd  was  brimming  with  his  firm  faith  to  the  effect  that  BI  will 
serve  unselfishly. to  the  best  of  my  ability  in  this  difficult  crisis,  and 
will  try  to  bring  about  an  unshakable  unity  with  the  Department,  and  will 
promote  and  strive  for  a  dose  cooperation  between  the  Army  end  the  Navy, 
and  for  tho  settlement  of  the  national  orisls  thrpugh  the  united  efforts  of 
the  military,  officials,  and  people” ,  The  department,  too,  intends  to  unite 
firmly  with  an  iron  will,  with  the  new  Minister  as  the  nuoleus,  and  thus 
fulfil  ths  expectations  of  the  people  by  tiding  over  thie  extraordinary 
orisis.  There  is"  something  marvelous  in  the  high  spirit  of  the'  Imporial 
Navy,  It  is  in  complote  unity  with  tho  iron  will  of  TOJO  who  is  concur¬ 
rently  the  Premier  and  War  Minister,  who  states,. ”1  shall  step  up  to  the 
foreground  and  deal  with  national’  affairs,  and  give  assistance  to  the 
Imperial  policy”*  The  Navy  can  display  here  tho  essence  of  mutual 
dependehoe  *  • 


As  oan.be  seen  in  the  now  Mi~nister<s  personal  history,  he  has  spent 
half  of  his  naval  career  in  staff  positions,  haying  served  ns  a  staff 
offioer  of. the  Naval  General  Staff,  Chief  of: Staff  of  Floets,  Vioe  Chief  of 
Naval  Oeneral  Staff,  etc.  Therefore,  he  has  no  experience  in  the  field  of 
naval  administration,  Sinoe  he  is  a  rank  amatour,  so  to  speak,  his  ability 
as  a  Minister  may  be' an  unknown  quantity.  However,  although  he  may  have  no 
experience  in  naval  administration,  sinoe  he  was  in  headquarters  as  Chief  of 
the  First  Department  of  the  Naval  General  Staff,  and  as  a  Vico  Chief  of  tho 


Naval  General  Staff,  he  served  for  a  long  time  under  dose  oonnootion  and 
cooperation  with  naval  administration,  so  he  should  really  belong  in  the 
category  of  exports.  Muoh  con  be  oxpeoted  of  his  ability  as  a  Minister 
when  we  oonsider.  his  performance  in  displaying  rare  abilities  in  dealing 
with  the  crisis  during  the  early  part  of  the  present  China  Incident  when 
he  as  the  Vice  Chief  of  tho  Naval  Goneral  Staff  assisted  tho  Chief  of  the 
Naval  General  Staff,  Prinoe  FUSHIMI,  and  whon  we  consider  his  ability  in 
dealing  with  tho  diffioult  work  concerning  foreign  relations  and  civilians 
in  the  Shanghai  area  during  tho  Shanghai  Inoident  when  ho  was  the  Chief  of 
Staff  of  the  Third  Fleet.  Aftor  ho  entered  the  Naval  career,  ho  parti¬ 
cipated  in  the  Rus so- Japanese  War,  and  during  the  German- Japanese  war  he 
participated  in  the  attack  of  Tsintao,  and  he  displayed  his  sharpness  as 
the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Third  Fleet  during  tho  Shanghai  Inoident*  'There 
is  an  anecdote  to  the  offoot  that  when  Admiral  NOMJRA,  Kiohisaburo,  the 
Commander  in  Chio'f  was  injured  by  a  bomb  and  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  he 
said,  "I  feel  at  ease  beoauso  SHIMADA  is  hero",  and  went  on  the  operating 
table  with  an  easy  mind  relying  upon  Chief  of  Staff  SHIMADA.  After  that 
he  served  successively  as  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Second  Fleet,  Chief  of 
Staff,  of  the  Combined  Floot  and  concurrently  of  the  First  Fleet*  'Entering 
tho  Naval  General  Staff,  he  served  as  the  Chief  of  its  First  Department  and 
then  beoame  the  Vioe  Chief  of  the  Navil  General  Staff.  After  serving  as 
Commander  in  Chief  of  tho  Kure  Naval  Station,  ho  beoame  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  China  Area  Fleet.  He  thus  treaded  straight  on  the  path  of  an 
admiral,  and  was  appointed  an  admiral  last  year*  Thile  sorving  with  the 
China  Area  Fleet,  he  lod  and  commanded  subordinate  fleets  and  units  for  the 
strengthening  of  the  blookode  of  tho  2,600  nautioal-mile  long  coast  of  China 
the  bombing  of  the  interiors,  and  the  dose.  Joint  operations  with  the  army. 
He  thus  served  meritoriously,  and  recently  ho  was  honoured  by  special  favors 
as  a  victorious  admiral.  He  is  blessed  by  the  so-oalled  fortunes  of  war. 

His  meritorious  record  in  tho  Shanghai  Inoident  is  expressed  clearly  by  the 
modal  of  the  Third  Class  Imperial  Military  Ordor  of  tho  Golden  Kito  whioh 
gleams  from  his  ohest. 

He  is  an  EDOKKD  /T.N.  a  true  Tokyoite/  to  tho  coro,  having  been  born 
in  Asa,ku8a.  From  his  blrthplaoo  also  came  his  senior  Admiral  TAKAHASHI, 
Sankiohi,  and  like  his  senior,  SHIMADA,  too,  was  trained  in  the  Staff 
Headquarter  dircles.  While  stationed  in  Tokyo,  he  paid  .daily  homage  to  the 
Uoiji  Shrine,  rain  or  shine,  and  has  never  missed  a  day.  When  he  beoame 
the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Yokosuka  Naval  Station,  he  first  paid  a  visit 
to  the  Soohinju  Suwa  Shrine,  and  prayed  for  oternal  suoooss  in  war.  Thus 


Although  he  is  suoh  a  man  blessed  by  the  fortunes  of  war,  ha  is  un¬ 
lucky  as  a  family  man  having  lost  his  father  MEISffiT  when  he  was  stationed 
in  Italy  during  the  First  World  War,  and  having  been  unable  to  be  at  his 
widowed  mother  WAKA’s  (86  years  old)  side  last  year  when  she  passod  away. 
The  Admiral  must  have  felt  very  lonesome  at  the  front*,  with  his  heart  torn 
betwoen  his  deep  filial  duty  and  his  duty  as  a  warrier  commanding  a  mighty 
fleet,  when  ho  received  words  that  his  mother  was  in  a  oritioal  condition 
at  the  Tsukiji  Naval  Hospital.  It  is ’said  that  when  a  staff  officer  of  the 
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Commander  in  Chief  oome  to  Tokyo  on  an  official  mission,  he  paid  a  visit  to 
the  widow  HAKA  at  the  hospital,  and  told^hor  of  the  Commander  in  ChieT  a 
good  healths  whereupon  the  widow  sold,  "SHIMADA  need  not  worry  about  my 
illnoss,  so  please  tell  him  to  work  hard  for  the  country",  and  tried  to  en¬ 
courage  her  son  the  Admirals  this  brought  tears  to  the  staff  offioer  s  eyes. 
Like  mother  like  son. 

It  is  a  well-known  faot  in  the  navy  cirole  that  when  he  was  a  oommandor 
of  a  submarine  division,  he  underwent  muoh  hardship  in  making  important 
studies  under  the  Squadron  Commander  Rear-Admiral  SUYETSUGU,  Nobumasa  (now 
an  admiral).  At  that  time,  our  submarine  training  was  far  from  perfect,  and 
had  many  accidents.  SUYETSUGU,  the  Souadron  Commander,  imposed  out  such  an 
intensive  training,  that  he  was  apt  to  bo  criticised.  SHIMADA  went  through 
the  intensive  training  with  the  indomitable  faith  that  everything  will  turn 

out  all  right  if  we  bucklo  down".  As  a  result,  accidents: ^htwdA  also 
diminished,  the  foundation  for  the  present  was  made.  later  SHIMADA 
served  as  the  Commandant  of  the  Submarine  School.  It  is  a  well  established 
faot  that  he  contributed  muoh  to  our  submarine  taotios  which  now  boas  s 
world  superiority. 

Now  when  the  waves  of  the  Pacific  are  getting  rougher,  and  when  the  era 
of  submarine  activities  is  being  oxpootod,  the  feelings  of  Navy  Minister 
SHIMADA  must  run  deeper  than  ever. 

The  Minister  is  a  taotful  and  ohoerful  man,  and  as  his  physiognomy 
indicates,  he  has  a  happy  and  prosperous  bearing,  and  a  warn  friendliness. 

He  has  none  of  the  stiffness  poouliar  to  military  mon.  Although  he  is  not 
very  strong  when  it  oomes  to  liquor,  but  ho  oan  drink  sufficiently  enough 
for  sooial  funotions.  Ho  seems  soft  at  a  sight,  but  he  con°eal®  ®  *idd®" 
sturdiness,  but  ho  has  praotioally  novor  lost  his  temper.  Now  hoi^b  a 
Minister  during  an  emergency,  he  noeds  not  be  reserved  < and , 
anyone,  ffe  want  him  to  express  his  sturdiness  to  his  heart  s  desire,  and  , 
save  the  situation  by  making  the  Imperial  Navy  which  he  coimands  of 

the  people's  trust  with  the  "indomitable  spirit"  which  he  referred  to  in 
his  inauguration  message.  Much  is  expected  of  Navy  Minister  SHIMADA. 
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